
United States R\tent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virgima 22313-1450 
www.iifpto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/940,729 



08/28/2001 



Fujihiko Kobayashi 



6340-000021 



5137 



27572 7590 07/03/2003 

HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C. 
P.O. BOX 828 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI 48303 



EXAMINER 



HARVEY, MINSUN OH 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2644 

DATE MAILED: 07/03/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 




PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/940,729 



Applicant(s) 



KOBAYASHI 



Examiner 

MINSUN HARVEY 



Art Unit 

2644 




- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a repty be ttrnely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

' If NO period for reply b specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply artd will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailir^ date of this communication. 

• Paitura to reply within the set or extended period for repty will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. S 133). 

• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action Is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x pa/Te Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 



4a) Of the above, claim (s) 
5)0 C!aim(s) 



6) SI Ctaim(s)i 

iM Claim(s) 2-8 
8)0 Claims 



Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

lOjD The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved bjD disapproved by the Examiner, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All bjD Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1 1 ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 51 Q Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statemont(s) (PTO-T449) Paper No(s). 5 6) O Other: 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 



p 



m 




Application/Control Number: 09/940,729 



Page 2 



Art Unit: 2644 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entiried to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lee. 

Lee discloses a piezo-electric speaker which is comprised of a piezo-electric member 
generating a strain according to an electric signal applied thereto (2 of fig. 2 and col. 2, lines 44 
to 45); a piezo-electric vibration plate converting the strain to the acoustic vibration (col. 2, lines 
50 to 54); and a sound board resonating to the acoustic vibration causes by the piezo-electric 
vibration plate being propagated from the sound board to the ambient air to generate a sound (1). 

3. Claims 2 to 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

4. JP references which were cited on IDS have not been considered since no English 
translation were provided. 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communication fi:om the examiner 
should be directed to Minsun Oh Harvey whose telephone number is (703) 308-6741. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bill Isen, can be reached at (703) 305-4386. 



States. 
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Art Unit: 2644 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park U, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 

Any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 



number is (703) 306-0377. 




MINSUNOH HARVEY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



